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33 CFR Ch. I (7–1–14 Edition) § 66.05–5 

until December 31, 2003, aids to naviga-
tion must be in accordance with the 
United States Aids to Navigation Sys-
tem in part 62 of this subchapter. 

[CGD 97–018, 63 FR 33573, June 19, 1998] 

§ 66.05–5 Definitions. 

(a) The term State waters for private 
aids to navigation means those navi-
gable waters of the United States 
which the Commandant, upon request 
of a State Administrator, has des-
ignated as waters within which a State 
government may regulate the estab-
lishment, operation, and maintenance 
of marine aids to navigation, including 
regulatory markers. The Commandant 
will entertain requests to make such 
designations with respect to navigable 
waters of the United States not 
marked by the Federal government. 
These designations when approved will 
be set forth in separate sections by 
States in this subpart and will briefly 
describe or identify waters so des-
ignated. 

(b) The term Uniform State Water-
way Marking System (USWMS) means 
the system of private aids to naviga-
tion which may be operated in State 
waters. Subpart 66.10, which describes 
the USWMS, expires on December 31, 
2003. 

(c) The term State Administrator 
means the official of a State having 
power under the law of the State to 
regulate, establish, operate or main-
tain maritime aids to navigation on 
waters over which the State has juris-
diction. 

(d) The term State aids to navigation 
means all private marine aids to navi-
gation operated in State waters for pri-
vate aids to navigation, whether owned 
by a State, political subdivisions there-
of or by individuals, corporations, or 
organizations. 

(e) The term regulate State maritime 
aids to navigation means to control the 
establishment, disestablishment, oper-
ation and maintenance of State aids to 
navigation. 

[CGFR 66–32, 31 FR 10320, July 30, 1966, as 
amended by CGD 97–018, 63 FR 33573, June 19, 
1998] 

§ 66.05–10 State waters for private aids 
to navigation; designations; revi-
sions, and revocations. 

(a) A State Administrator who de-
sires to regulate State maritime aids 
to navigation in the navigable waters 
of the United States not marked by the 
Federal Government, shall request the 
Commandant to designate the specific 
bodies of water involved as State wa-
ters for private aids to navigation. 

(b) The request shall be forwarded to 
the District Commander in whose dis-
trict the bodies of water are located. 
The request shall give the name and 
description of the waterway; the extent 
of use being made of the waterway for 
marine navigation, in general terms; 
an appropriate chart or sketch of the 
area; and a general outline of the na-
ture and extent of the State aids to 
navigation which the Administrator 
plans to establish in the waterway. 

(c) The District Commander shall re-
view the request and consult with the 
State Administrator concerning the 
terms of an initial agreement to be en-
tered into under provisions of § 66.05–20. 
When they have arrived at terms of an 
agreement satisfactory to both, the 
District Commander shall forward the 
request to the Commandant with rec-
ommendations and the terms of agree-
ment mutually settled upon. If they 
cannot reach such agreement, the Dis-
trict Commander shall forward the re-
quest with recommendations and a 
statement of the points agreed upon 
and the points remaining at issue. 

(d) Upon receipt of the request, the 
Commandant will determine whether 
or not approval of the request is in the 
public interest and will inform the 
State Administrator and the District 
Commander of the Coast Guard’s deci-
sion. If the request is approved, the 
designation by the Commandant of the 
waters in question as State waters for 
private aids to navigation will be also 
defined and described in this subpart. 

(e) The Commandant may, upon his 
or her own initiative or upon request, 
revoke or revise any designations of 
State waters for private aids to naviga-
tion previously made by him or her. 
Written notice shall be given the State 
Administrator of the action con-
templated by the Commandant. The 
State Administrator will be afforded a 
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